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2023-2024 

 

Name of the Event: Book Club meet on The Long Silence 

Organised by: The English Society 

Date of the Event: 23th February, 2024 

Name of Convener:  Dr Meenakshi Malhotra, Dr Maitri Baruah 

 

Event Description (About 250 Words) 

On 23 February, the Book Club of the English Literary Society at Hansraj College 

orchestrated a thoughtful and thorough discussion on “The Long Silence” by 

Shashi Deshpande. The meeting unfolded as an insightful exploration, prompting 

participants to engage in a nuanced examination of narrative reliability and power 

dynamics within the story. Kicking off with an exploration of unreliable narrators 

and adopting a critical lens akin to Jaya’s approach, the dialogue naturally 

expanded to encompass a rich tapestry of themes including power politics, class 

privilege, and intricate nuances within marriage dynamics. 

Participants engaged in thought-provoking reflections on the complexities of 

unconditional love, the subtle art of emotional manipulation, and the strategic use 

of silence.  

As the meeting concluded, participants offered eloquent concluding statements 

that underscored the deliberate exclusion of females, particularly through a 

feminist lens, emphasizing the far-reaching impact of class divides and patriarchy. 

The session, overall, culminated in a profound and reflective analysis, leaving 

attendees with a heightened appreciation for the societal constructs and narrative 

intricacies embedded in Jaya’s compelling story. 
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Five Geo-tagged Pictures:   
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Attach Attendance Sheet 

Sanyam gupta  

Anoushka chaudhary  

Bilal akhtar  

Himangi dayal  

Kabyashree 

Ginni malia  

Khushi lakhotia  

Maithili goswami  

Arshia mathur  

Saignik dhotra  

Ragini sharma  

Satakshu sinha  

Sristhi garg  

Tammana semwal  

 
 


