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2023-2024 

 

Name of the Event: Speaker Session 

Organized by: Nishtha Society 

Date of the Event: 7th September 2023 

Name of Convener: Dr. Prabhanshu Ojha 

Description of the event 

The event featuring Mr. Gaurav Agrawal, the accomplished IAS 2013 AIR 1, unfolded as a 

fountain of profound insights and guidance for aspiring civil servants. Mr.  Agrawal articulated 

the indispensable virtues of sustained effort, resilience, and enduring patience crucial for 

navigating the challenging terrain of the UPSC examination. Notably, his departure from the 

conventional trajectory became evident when he chose Economics as an optional subject, a 

decision shaped by his prior experience in the dynamic field of sales. 

 

Navigating the nuances of an engineering background, Mr. Agrawal addressed the complexities 

of answer writing and underscored the transformative impact of dedicated practice. His 

philosophical underpinning underscored the intrinsic joy of the learning process and the value 

of cherishing academic pursuits. Addressing the pivotal decision of selecting an optional subject, 

Mr. Agrawal's encouragement to pursue one's passion, irrespective of college background, 

added a layer of individuality to his guidance. His delineation of a guru mantra encapsulating 

breaking down complex topics, disciplined work ethic, and an unwavering thirst for 

understanding became a beacon for aspiring candidates.Practical advice on NCERT preparation 

further illuminated the path, with a focus on commencing from the 11th and 12th grades, and 

extending science coverage to the 10th class. Balancing the demands of college and UPSC, he 

advocated academic excellence while concurrently delving into current affairs and fundamental 

NCERTs. 
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The interactive Q&A segment provided a more intimate insight into Mr. Agrawal's strategic 

approach. The session reached a poignant conclusion as he shared a personal connection to 

Hansraj during his preparatory days, weaving a narrative thread that not only enriched the 

content but also established a relatable and resonant connection with the audience. The session 

ended with a vote of thanks . 
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