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Name of the Event: Seminar

Organised by: History Society

Date of the Event: 05-03-202

Duration/Event Timing: 1:00 PM-4:00 PM

Venue of the Event: Old Seminar Room, Hansraj College
Name of Coordinator(s): Dr. Justin Mathew

Name of Convener: Dr. Santosh Hasnu

Event Description (About 250 Words)

The Department of History, Hansraj college organized a thought-provoking seminar featuring Dr.
Aparna Balachandran, Associate Professor in the Department of History at University of Delhi. Dr.
Balachandran delivered a captivating lecture on the topic “Voices, Agency, and Power: Reading the
Colonial Archives,” drawing a diverse audience of students, faculty members, and history enthusiasts.
Dr. Balachandran's presentation offered deep insights into the complexities of colonial archives and the
ways in which they can be studied to understand the power dynamics that shaped colonial governance.
She explored how colonial documents, often created to enforce and legitimize the colonial state,
simultaneously offer glimpses into the lives of those subjugated under imperial rule. By reading
against the grain, Dr. Balachandran highlighted the possibility of recovering the voices and agency of
marginalized groups, such as indigenous peoples, women, and other historically oppressed
communities, within the colonial record.

The session concluded with a lively Q&A, where participants engaged in discussions on archival
ethics, interdisciplinary methodologies, and the implications of revisiting colonial narratives in modern
historical research. Overall, the seminar served as a valuable platform for reflecting on the
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dynamics of voice, power, and historical memory in the context of colonialism, leaving the audience
with a renewed appreciation for the complexities of archival study.
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