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Rousseau

along the road to Vincennes Rousseau has taken out hi
order 1o slow himsell down, as if the mediacy of print were esential
'&erhannallauofwiilo'nhispm; then, on the far side of the
climactic decision, we get the 'inconceivable rapidity" with which his
feclings rise into unison with his thoughts. In both the short
rallentando along the road and the sustzined accelerando that
ensues, body and mind are synchronized, or else harmonized, given
that in the second instance his feelings and his ideas have risen
explicitly to the same * ton', which can best be translated as* pitch”. As

a theorist and composer of music, Rousseau was the advocate of
melody as against mere harmony, because melody, and esperially
song, by its direciedness animates and spiritualizes what would
otherwise remain alower pleasure, satisfying the senses alone. Melody
moves us, according to Rousseau, by mimesis of our emations, which
itarticulates, so transforming the sounds of music into affective signs.

In moments such as the crisis at Vincenries, the text of the Confessions
becomes particularly melodious, as Rousseau plays on our emotions f
in order to harmonize them with his own. But his whole auto-

phical venture, like that of Augustine earlier, can be read as

musi Ph:ompwuon' in Rousseau's case as an articulation of its
subject’s feelings intended as mimetic of his emotionally tumultuous
life. In his exalted state after Vincennes, he has found 3 rare
harmony: the two ‘almost unalloyable” elements of his nature, his

harmony is not gain but loss, since it is a state recalcitrant to

episodes on which [ have been dwelling
m”’ n. In the first instance during M' _
’:':uﬁdethemmmmwhuuﬂmam
ds; then, the decision once made not to go back,

7,
/

invoke but not develop it; the ana . /
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